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Governor Theodore Kulongoski
State Capitol
Salem, Oregon 97301-4047

Dear Governor Kulongoski

We thank you for the invitation to comment on the West Coast Governors’ Agreement on
Ocean Health.

Key Points

e The College of Oceanic and Atmospheric Sciences at Oregon State University endorses
the West Coast Governors’ Agreement on Ocean Health.

¢ The College strongly supports the development of a regional research plan for the west
coast. We encourage all three states, after appropriate consideration, to ratify the plan
and direct state financial support and request federal support to give effect to the
research plan’s priorities.

¢ Fundamental and applied research and graduate teaching activities in the College
supports the following areas of the Governors’ Agreement:
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Ensuring clean coastal waters and beaches;

Protecting and restoring healthy ocean and coastal habitats;

Promoting the effective implementation of ecosystem-based management of our
ocean and coastal resources;

Increasing ocean awareness and literacy among our citizens;

Expanding ocean and coastal scientific information, research, and monitoring.

* Expanding ocean and coastal scientific information, research, and monitoring requires:

Investing in the new technology and integrated systems such as the establishment
and ongoing integrated ocean observing systems.

Retaining ocean going research vessels in each state. State support is required for
the replacement of existing vessels when they reach the end of their operational life.
State and federal research investment in fundamental ocean and coastal science that
is exploratory in nature and agenda free.

Collaboration between west coast research institutes and initiatives to coordinate
and grow investment in coastal and ocean research.

Recognition that our ocean and atmospheric systems are coupled. Focusing on the
study of the ocean and neglecting atmospheric research will weaken our
understanding of important processes such as climate variability and change.






